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ACTIVITIES FOR THE LITERACY TEST 

OSSLT - Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test



Reading: 

Informational/Narrative/Multiple Choice
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Read the selection below and answer the questions that follow it. 
	Radio Announcer Didn’t Let Blindness Get in Way of Pursuing His Chosen Career
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Kelly Ashton was not willing to let anything get in the way of achieving his dream career, not even being blind.  “I had always wanted to do radio since I was eight or nine,” he said leaning back in his chair, one hand resting on his white cane.  Mr. Ashton is well on his way to achieving his goal.  He obtained a contract position at CJCS Radio in Stratford, Ontario, working as the midnight-to-7 a.m. on-air announcer.
But his job at CJCS came after a long hard struggle for Mr. Ashton, who was born blind.  The 33-year-old has retinitis pigmentosa, a genetic disease that attacks the retinas in the eyes, leaving the individual with little or no sight.  Mr. Ashton is able to see light but says he can see only two to five per cent of what the average person sees.  “It is very little, but if I lost it, it would be traumatic,” he said.
Being visually impaired hindered him in his pursuit of a job in radio.  The London, Ontario resident wanted to become an on-air personality since he was a child.  Mr. Ashton and his father would record radio plays and tour London radio stations trying to get them on the air.  He was discouraged from pursuing a career in radio by people telling him it was not practical for the visually impaired.  His family and friends, however, encouraged him and supported his choice.
Mr. Ashton applied and was accepted at Fanshawe College.  There he learned about on-air announcing, working the equipment and spending time on the college radio station.  Although his melodic voice, quick wit and sense of humour were obvious signs he would excel on-air, there were many obstacles standing in his way.  “It was tough.  The market was bad to get into anyway,” he said.  “And people were leery about hiring someone disabled.”

To accommodate his inability to see, radio stations using computer touch-screens to run music programs must find alternative ways to let Mr. Ashton know what songs are coming up and when commercials are scheduled.  One solution is a Braille printer, which prints the program log onto large sheets of paper.  During a seven-hour shift, Mr. Ashton needs to print roughly 57 pages.  “It looks like Fred Flintstone’s newspaper,” he joked.  However, the Braille pages tend to make rustling noises while Mr. Ashton is on-air and the printer is expensive.  In order to troubleshoot any problems that might arise during a broadcast, Mr. Ashton memorizes aspects of the recording studio and knows how to operate the equipment manually.
Finding an employer willing to take on the added expense of hiring a visually impaired announcer proved difficult for Mr. Ashton.  He was able to obtain a contract position at CJCS with the help of Human Resources Development Canada’s (HRDC’s) Opportunities Program.  The program provides funding and resources to assist individuals with disabilities find and maintain employment.  CJCS hired Mr. Ashton for a four-month contract position to talk Perth County residents through the early-morning hours.  “The people here gave me a chance,” he said smiling.
“Kelly is treated no differently from the other announcers,” explained Eddie Matthews, morning announcer and program director at CJCS.  “He performs marvelously on-air.”

Mr. Ashton said he has gained confidence in his abilities while working at the radio station and will use those qualities in future employment.  Despite the difficulties Mr. Ashton has encountered in the pursuit of a radio career, he refuses to give up.  “My love is on-air radio work,” he said emphatically.
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Multiple Choice (For each question below, circle the best or most correct answer.)





Multiple Choice Continued  (For each question below, circle the best or most correct answer.)

Eddie Matthews                                                                                                       The difficulties Mr. Ashton encountered,       

     a
is proud of Kelly Ashton                          
     a     caused him to give up

            
     b
says Ashton performs marvelousl

     b   caused him to complain
     c
gave Ashton his first job


     c     caused him to resign
     d
hired Ashton last year   
                          d     caused him to persevere

Mr. Ashton was able to obtain a contract                   In order to function effectively at the            



        with the help of,                                                            radio station, Mr. Ashton relies on,
                   
         ,                                                                                                                                                             

     a
Human Resources Development                       a    computer screens 


            Canada

        




             
     b
CJCS


        



b    a braille printer
     c
Canadian Human Resources


c     braille newspaper
     d
Perth County residents



d     computer technology   

There are added expenses in hiring                                                                         To get around, Ashton uses,


a visually impaired person,

      a
false                             

              
a    braille paper 
             
      b
ambiguous


          

     
b    help from a seeing eye 
      c
not at all


        


c     a cane dog
      d
true  



          


d    his ability to see light

Reading




Written Answer


Rough Notes

Use the space below for rough notes. Nothing you write in this space will be scored.

Section: Writing/News Report
McDonald’s brings out more Healthy Options
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READING: Selections with Graphic Features











 Section: Writing a Series of Paragraphs
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Why would Kelly Ashton have been attracted to a career in radio ever since his childhood?


a	He expected it would be an easy job





b	He spent lots of time listening to the radio





c	He thought radio announcers would not need to read





d	He was told radio was a good choice for the visually impaired





Which of the following best describes the organization of paragraphs 3 to 5?





a	present to past


b	general to specific


c	first to last in time


d	most to least important
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How has Kelly Ashton benefited from HRDC’s Opportunities Program?�


a	It subsidized his job at CJCS Radio





b	It paid for his education at Fanshawe College





c	It allowed him a chance to be involved in government





d	It provided the people of Perth with information about the physically challenged

















 front of you is safe
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According to this selection, how impaired is Kelly Ashton’s vision?





a	one hundred percent





b	over ninety-eight percent 





c	from eight to nine percent 





d	ninety-five to ninety-eight percent
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The Braille printer helps Kelly Ashton to





a	use the computer





b	operate equipment manually





c	avoid making rustling noises on air 





d 	know when commercials are scheduled
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The best meaning of “contract position” (paragraph 6) is:











a	an employer





b	a short-term job





c	a lifelong career





d	a program director
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Summarize this selection. Include a main idea and one relevant point that supports it.





________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Explain how the first and last paragraphs of this selection are connected.


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





8





Task:  	Write a news report based on the headline and picture on the next page.


• You will have to make up the facts and information, answering some or all of the following questions: Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?


• You must relate your newspaper report to both the headline and the picture.





Purpose and 


Audience:  	To report on an event for the readers of a newspaper





Length: 	The lined space provided for your written work indicates the approximate length of the writing expected (1 page).











Rough Notes


Use the space below for rough notes. Nothing you write in this space will be scored.














Section: Informational Reading/Graphic Text





Multiple-Choice (Circle the best or most correct answer below.)








A 1-800 number is included at the bottom of the webpage because:





a	clients can call from a long distance area without paying extra for the call





b	clients can call from a long distance area and pay extra for the call





c	clients prefer to use the website login





d	clients do not know how to use the website login
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Which theatre has the most plays being performed at it?





a	Tom Patterson





b	Studio





c	Avon





d	Festival
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How much do tickets for students cost to purchase?





a	$20.00





b	$22 and $28 





c	$39.95 and up





d	$22 and $26
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A play not being performed at the Tom Patterson Theatre is:





a	The Trojan War





b	The Trojan Women





c	Love’s Labour’s Lost





d	There Reigns Love
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What purpose does the box titled ‘Chat with our actors’ serve?





a	It allows people to interact with performers





b	It allows people to interact with Shakespeare





c	It lets people know the day and time a webcast will occur





d	It lets people know the day and time a play will be performed





What does the term ‘hacker safe’ mean as used at the top of the website page?





a	the website is secure from hackers





b	the website is not secure from hackers





c	client account information is secure from hackers





d 	client account information is not secure from hackers
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1   Task:


Write a minimum of three paragraphs expressing an opinion on the topic below. Develop your main idea with supporting details (proof, facts, examples, etc.).





Audience:


an adult who is interested in your opinion





Length:


The lined space provided in the Answer Booklet for your written work indicates the approximate length of the writing expected. 





Topic:


Should extra-curricular activity participation be mandatory for every student in high school?





 





ROUGH NOTES


Use the space below for rough notes. Nothing you write in this space will be scored.





 1   Should extra-curricular activity participation be mandatory for every student in high school?
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